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The more aſſured we are of the divine authority of the Chri- 
ſtian religion, the leſs does it become weak men to enforce the 
obſervance of it: if it is truly of God, God will ſupport i 


without ſuch a | 
Voltaire on n p- 117. Eng. edit. Ne 
> 821 = PL | 


— 


K 0.N N 5 
1 for G. ee in Pater · Noſter- Row, 77s 85 


— — _— 


id „* — 
* 2 
* * * 
27 PP = 
+ Y' #4 8 , * 
— * _ 4 6 * 
9 1 
1 8 * 6 
þ FP ! — 
- 
CY * 4 
1 * ” f * 
1 ; \ | 
* ” ** 
LY £ * 
1 £ no. — % 
” 1 
„ - * 
} 
%. : 
Co 1 „ 
* TEX, N 4 1 4 
8 3 *- "£4 = * 
* F * 
* „ 
4 
* _ 0 
- 1 
Y 1 
* — . o 
4 
. a 
9 4 - » 
9: \ 
A , 
—_ * 
* * ” 
* - 
4 * 
5 F = * ” * - ” 
- 
A A ; 
f * * * 
"TY Oo 


4 . * 
o 
1 - 
- * + 
8 5 % 
* * 3 * * 
* * * * 
* 4 * 
. 
0 * 
* 
. 
- - * 
* of , 7 
- 
" 
* —— —y—ͤ— * 4 
1 «4 \ C 4 4 ” . 
7 4 « 
- * 8 fe 
+ . — 
| 2 . N 
* : 
9 =- < — - _— gene, ' 
. * - % 40 
- - 
A 
- 
* - 
% _— 
* = e 
% * 
1 . 
: % 
*. 
p l „ * 
. 7 ; 


* * * 
. - 2 
< % 
* 
8 * 5 
4 * E 1 * * 
\s 
a 7 E - — 
* 0 . ? 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"ON racing a Letter to the Proteſtant 
Diſſenting Miniſters, who lately ſoli- 
cited Parliament for farther Relief, I was 
N excited to give ſome atten Hon to the merits of 
the caſe ; and eſpecially as that letter-writer 
has treated very ſuperciliouſly a body of men, 
Who, as fur as J have been able to obſerve, 
or to learn, are aſſeſſed of as much good 
ſenſe, are as well educated, and every where 
'as regular and uſe eful members of ſociety, as 
our Conforming Clergy are; and whoſe 
claims to the benefits F an unlimited tolera- 
tion, no man is able to prove to be other-, 


wiſe than well ſupported by 9 and Cbri- 
franty. 


In their de fencer, 1 have preſumed, they 
are de Feftive ; ; and the argument drawn, by 


eme of them, from Proteftant Difenters 
having been Atricter Calviniſis in the year of 


the Toleration Ad *, is weak and foreign to 


| the purpoſe 3 Vance the rights of private judg- 


7 e 1689. 
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i ADVERTISEMENT. 
ment are the ſame, whether they be Calvinifts 

or Armmians, wh ether Athanaſians, Ari- 
ans, or Nazarenes. Nor, ſhould abſurdity in 
opinion be urged in objeBtion by the Con- 
Forming Prieſt, till he is able to convinte 

_ mankind, that abſurdity and contradiction 


aàre not abundantly found in the very Thirty- 
nine Articles; which he himſelf 0 _ 


ly Halfar ibes. | | Fa 


0 B. I medale not with the altercations 
which the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters 
| have among themſelves, about. the irre- 
5 gularities in conducting their Application 

to Parliament; 3 T am only concerned with 
the merits of their claim to an unlimited 


Ti oleration. 4 * a 
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MAGISTRATE's PROVINCE. 
N the character of a contemplative 
man, and as a rational and impartial | 

defender of the religious rights and li- 
berties of mankind, I would begin this 

plea, with reſting it upon that only di- 

vine foundation, viz. the unrivalled claims 

of Deity to the homage of every human 
heart. An acknowledgment, ever avow- 
ed by the well informed and well diſpoſed 
of mankind; and which abſolute divine 
claim was explicitly announced in ancient 
terms by the heavenly oracle ; Behold, all 


ub are nine. And in yet more early days 
B it 
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it was recognized, in the ſupplication 
-made by Moſes, the Hebrew law-giver— 
' . Jehovah is the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh 
—end thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And the Sa- 
viour of the world has, in all his inſtruc- - 
tions, repreſented the moral kingdom of 
God as wholly internal and ſpiritual, 
and ſhewn that it ever was the ſole prero- | 
gative of the One Supreme God to give 
law to minds, and to direct their homage. 


0 this eternal and immutable baſis 
true religion ever has, and ever muſt have 
its only rational and durable ſupport; con- 
ſequently, all invaſions of this divine em- 
pire can be no other than adventurous 

and dangerous efforts, whatever either of 
antiquity, or of univerſality, may be found 
in the plea of the bold invader. No man 
Hi whois acquainted with the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, as it lies in the New Teſtament, 
ean be ignorant of the ſecurity which that 
ſacred canon gives to the rights of private 
e. in all matters relative to faith 
ad worſhip. l c but diſcern 
i 8 hk 
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what that liberty is, wherewith the Son 
of God makes all his diſciples free; for- 
aſmuch as they may not, conſiſtently with 
their religious profeſſion, call any man 
either maſter or father: ſince by allow- 
ing human authority to influence them 
in the province of religion, they do vio- 
late the moſt expreſs prohibition of the 
one Lord, and they notoriouſly _— | 
their Chiſtian e | 


-x Let any one confult Match xviii. 2 5, 
405 27. 28. —xxiii. 8 to 13. John v. 44. 
Acts v. 29. 2 Cor. ii. 24. ch. iv. 5. nay, 
let him read the whole New Teſtament 
with care, he will find no countenance 
any where given to human authority be- 
ing exerciſed in the province of religion; 
and for this very reaſon, viz. becauſe reli- 
gion is wholly per ſonal: therefore it is im- 
poſſible that any man, or any number of 
men ſhould be able ta give law to cons 
ſcience. in matters which lie only be- 
tween God, and a man's own heart. Be- 
ſides, it is the firſt principle of a Proteſtant 
Diſſent, to refuſe ſubmiſſion to hu- 

33 B 2 man 


CE -u a Me een ee — 
* * 
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man authority in things partaining ta 
Chriſtian faith or conſcience. The well 
informed Chriſtian does not even reves 
rence the inſtructions: of Chriſt Jeſus his 
Lord, any farther than he is perſuaded 
that he ſpake nothing but what the one 
God, the Father had inſtructed and com- 
minded him to teach. There, conſe- 
quently, can be no homage due to any 
man, as a law-giver, in the province of 
religion; foraſmuch as Jeſus himſelf has 
expteſſly acknowledged he had nd autho- 
rity, but what he received from God the 
Father. See John vii. 17. vii. 50, 18 
ee 38. -Niv. Os * 


Aae een of this cuter poſt : 
ciple may be taken from the very diſtin- 
pen of a divine of the Engliſh nas 


tional church, who, upon a remarkable pub- 
Nc occaſion, viz. the choice of a ſupreme 


eity magiſtrate, ſays, Though in civil 
4 ſociety, mens perſons and properties are 
© ſubmitted to be diſpoſed of by the civil 
% magittrate, for obtaining the end of fo- 
40 Klery. the mutual n and preſerva- 
« tion 


MAGISTRATE's PROVINCE. 3 


* tion af one another; they ſtill retain 
it their natural freedom in religious mat- 
tc ters, very conſiſtently with all the ends 
* of civil government for there is this 
remarkable and eſſential difference be- 
* tween mens civil and temporal, and 
their religious or ſpiritual rights, that 
« the former are alienable, and may by 
their own conſent be reftrained, or re- 
* mitted in ſome caſes, for the better ſe- 
* curity of them in others: but the lat- 
10 ter, their religious or ſpiritual rights, 
* are their unalienable property, in which 
* they cannot be reſtrained, and which 
* they cannot-give up in any caſe, or up- 
* on any account whatever. Men cannot 
& abandon the care of their ſouls, as they 
% may thatof their bodies and their eſtates, 
« and blindly leave it to the magiſtrate to | 
% preſcribe what faith or worſhip they 
* ſhall embrace, The nature of religion 
* is ſuch as makes it a ſtri& perſonal duty 
s incumbent upon every man: and what- 
* ever of this kind is done, muſt be done 
* by ourſelves, 1 ſay, beſides this, we 
*-cannot if we would conform our faith 


- «tg 
op | 
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c to the dictates of another, and believe 
« juſt as he believes, and becauſe he be- 
« lieves: ſo; nor can it ever poſſibly be 
% lawful, upon any account, to comply 
«« with, or agree to any thing in religion, 


** that is contrary to judgment, and the 


« inward perſuaſion of our minds: to 


<< profeſs for truth, what we believe to be 


«2 wrong faith, or falſe doctrine; and to 


„ worſhip God after any other manner, 
te than that which we conceive to be moſt 


„ agrecable to the divine will. In theſe 
* matters, we can neither give, nor can 
, another uſurp any authority over our 


« conſciences; nor can we ſubmit them 


„ to any other ruler, but God and our 
* own reaſon; and therefore the magi- 
« ſtrate ought not to inſiſt upon terms of 
6 purely a religious nature, with thoſe 
te who are under his government, or ex 
5% erciſe bis power and authority 0 over 


them in this reſper c= N en n 


Here the magiſtrate i is with reaſon ſaid 
to have no right to exerciſe authority in 


Dr. Ibbot's Sermon before 1 Lord Mayor, Sept. 
tho 


29 1 720. 
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the province of religion. He cannot right- 
fully require any thing to be ſubſcribed 
by way of teſt, even though it ſhould on- 
ly be an obvious truth, which the perſon 
called upon to ſubſcribe either would nor, 
or could not diſpute. The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the very ſubſcription itſelf may be 
very properly objected to, and conſidered 
by the ſubſcriber as his acknowledgment 
of the Magiſtrate's right to exerciſe his au- 
thority in a province which belongs only 
to God, and the one Lord. The foremen- 
tioned writer further adds, If the-magi- 
« ſtrate forceth me to profeſs and practiſe 
* what is true religion, and what I myſelf 
« helieveto be ſo, he, at the ſame time, de- 
« ſtroys the virtue of this religion, and 
« deprives me of my reward in heaven; 
for whatever I do in religion, out of 
« force and conſtraint, upon worldly mo- 
« tives and conſiderations, out of fear of 
« the civil powers, or the like, is no reli- 
gion at all, nor is there any virtue in 


any actions which are performed upon 


« ſuch principles as theſe ; for religion 
* my be built upon our regard to God, 
$14. 66 and 
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and fo far diminiſhes the virtue of what 
* we do. So far as temporal motives and 
„ temptations prevail with us, and are 


* the ſprings and cauſes of our profeſſing 
_ * or praQtifing religion: ſo far moſt cer- 
* tainly we are not influenced by the love 


* of God, and the fear of offending him, 
* which is the only foundation of all true 


we W ©; 


The ſame idea is 3 
in the doctrinal inſtructions of Jeſus Chriſt 


and his apoſtles. In the ſermon on the 
Mount, we are very expreſsly ſhewn, that 
If thoſe duties, by which we would pro- 
feſs our piety and devotion, are perform- 
ed by us with a view of obtaining the ap- 

. probation of men, we have our reward. 
That is to ſay, we have no ſuture, but 


only a preſent reward; not a reward from 


' God, but from men; for all who ſeek 
' honour from one another, do not ſeek 
the honour which cometh from God 
| ny. On this view of things St. Peter 


* Ibid, Conſult al his Boes! LeQures, 


4 s 
bs 
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and John conducted themſelves, when 
they refuſed to own the authority of the 
civil magiſtrate in the province of religi- 
on, by boldly putting this queſtion, 
Whether it be right in the ſight of 
God to hearken unto you more. than 
* unto God, judge ye.“ Likewiſe St. Paul 
exhorts, that the faith of the Chriſtian 

does not ſtand in © the wiſdom of men, 
but in the power of God.” Nay, he 
cautions Chriſtians againſt judging of one 
another, and for this reaſon, viz. Be- 
cauſe we muſt every one of us give an 
* account of himſelf to God.” 


It is manifeſt, that as the religion 
of man is an internal principle,” which 
lies in the heart, the great God alone 
can be the judge of this principle, for 
none but he can “ ſearch the heart, and 
« try the reins of the children of men.” 
Hence it is that we find the bleſſed Jeſus 
has, throughout his public inſtructions, 
expoſed the great danger there is in man's 
giving law to conſcience : Fudge not, that 
ye be not judged. So an apoftle, — What 
+] C haſt 


DR” [ 
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haſt thou to do to judge another man's ſer- 
vant ; to his awn maſter, he flandeth or fall. 
eth. And our Lord warns againſt teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men. 
On many occaſions, he rebukes and 
' condemns all defire of pre-eminence | 
among his diſciples; and inculcates upon 
them that ſpirit and behaviour which be- 
comes brethren.— They are not, by any 
means,. to ſymbolize with the Jews in 
their ceremonious temple, or ſtate-wor- 
ſhip ; they may not be allowed an hierar- 
chy which would have i in it an imitation 
either of the carnal-ordinance of the Jew, 
or the idolatrous rites of the Gentile. 
Whatever is of the world, whether riches, 
honours, or preferments, may have no 
place in the Church and Kingdom of 
God, under the adminiſtration of our 
Lord; ; and the reaſon is manifeſt, viz. 
becauſe religion is perſonal, and purely 
ſpiritual. To my purpoſe, ſaid the biſhop 
of Bangor, * It is evident beyond all con- 
[7 tradition, that human laws neither. 
Wi 6 can-make, nor unmake, the viſibility 
| i of the Chriſtian Church ; it is yery 
| | | 15 plain 
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* plain from experience, that there was 
© a viſible Chriſtian Church near three 
© hundred years befare there could be 
* a national Church, eſtabliſhed by hu- 
« man laws *.“ And 1 would obſerve, 
Chriſtianity did not change its complexion, 
till men incautiouſly and abſurdly gave 
it a civil eſtabliſhment, diſguiſing it 

under the forbidden forms of Jewiſh and 
Pagan prieſtly ſyſtems. To Conſtantine 
this debaſing metamorphoſis of the Chri- 
ſtian Church very much owes it origi- 
nal; which laid the foundation for a 
Papal apoſtacy, and a Mahometan im- 


potture. 


It is, Tam afraid, too much to expect, 
that an eccleſiaſtical hierarchy ſhould be 
taken down ; and among other reaſons, 
for this, viz. that our nobles and its go- 
vernors can fo liberally provide for their 
younger ſons in the fruitful and flowery 


_—_ of a en Church-eſtabliſh- 


* The Common 1 p. 3. printed in | 
1719. 
C 2 ment; 
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ment; for which, and ſome other politi- 
cal purpoſes, ſuch eſtabliſhment will be 
continued, and among her Clergy a num- 
.ber of Magiſtrates, ſtyled Lords Spiri- 
tual, with an arrangement of ſubordinate 


Church officers, put in ſubjection to their 


authority, and from whom a demand 
is made of a ſtated homage, in pretty 
exact conformity to an original conſti- 
tution, mentioned Matth. xx. 25. but 


by no means to be copied * the en. 
of Jeſus. 


/ 
CT. 


In a political view, Sir William Tem- 
wn has informed us, “that the govern- 
e ment of the United Provinces is more 


, *«. happily conſtituted” than that of ours, 
or of other kingdoms ; for whereas in 
. * moſt, if not all other parts of Chriſten- 
, dom, the Clergy compoſed one of the 
+ «three eſtates of the country, and thereby 
+ © ſhared with the nobles and commons 
jn their influence on the Government; 
* that order never made any part of the 
es eftates.in- Holland, nor had any vote 
in their aſſembly, which conſiſted only 


"© & & of 
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« of nobles, and the cities, and this pro- 
s vince bearing always the greateſt ſway 
te in the councils of the union, was 
% moſt inclined to the ſettlement of that 
* profeſſion, which gave leaſt pretence 
« of power or juriſdiction to the Clergy, 
and ſo agreed moſt with their own an- 
« cient conſtitutions.” 


Aſſuredly, the Chriſtian clergy do ap- 
pear more. truly miniſters of religion, 
where they have nothing at all to do with 
the civil adminiſtration, and are not in- 


' veſted with any ſecular powers, or worldly 
| honours N. tet 


athens the ſame hiſtorian tells us, 
% that no man has any reaſon to com- 
plain of oppreſſion in conſcience; and 
-< no man having hopes by advancing his 
religion, to form a party, or break in 
upon the ſtate, the difference in opi- 


| 


* Quere. But haye not two Lord. Lieutenants of 
f counties lately given much offence, by not having any 
of the cn in their civil liſts of Juſtices ? 


c nion 


. I ER 
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* nion makes none in affections, and 
* little in converſation, where it ſerves 
but for entertainment and variety. They 
* argue without intereſt or anger; they 
« differ without enmity or ſcorn; and 
e they agree without confederacy. Men 
live together like citizens of the world, 
« aſſiſted by the common ties of huma- 
* nity, and by the bonds of peace, under 
er the impartial protection of indifferent 
laws, with equal encouragement of all 
art and induſtry, and equal freedom 
f ſpeculation and enquiry: all men 
© enjoying their imaginary excellencies 
% and acquiſitions of knowledge, with 
1 as much ſafety as their more real poſ- . 
*« ſefions and improvements of fortune: 
the power of religion among them, 
here it is, lies in evety man's heart ; 
the appearance of it, is but like a piece 
of humanity, by which every one falls 
s moſt inte the company or converſation 
of thoſe whoſe cuſtoms and humours, 
e whole talk anddiſpoſition,they like beſt : 
« and, as in other places, it is in every 
% man's choice, with whom he will eat 
: : | * gf 
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or lodge, with whom go to market or 
& to court; ſo it ſeems to be here, with 
*« whom he will pray, or go to church, 
or aſſociate in the ſervice or worſhip 
of God; nor is any more notice taken, 
or more cenſure paſt, of what every. one 
% chuſes in theſe * than in the 
% other“. 


There is here an high encomium given 
of the ſtate of religious liberty in the 
United Provinces; which might have 
afforded very uſeful inſtruction to Bri- 
tain, and I might add, Sir William far- 
ther ſays, ** that ever ſince the eſtabliſh- 
e ment of their commonwealth, the great 
* care of this ſtate has ever been, to fa- 
* your no particular or curious inquiſi- 
tion into the faith or religious prin- 
„ ciples of any peaceable man who came 
* to live under the protection of their 
laws, and to ſuffer no violence or op- 
** preſſion wr any man's conſcience, 


* Obſervations upon the United Provinces, p. 173. 
London, 1673: Alſo p. 182, my 


60 1906 | 
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« whoſe opinions broke not out into ex- 
« prefſions or actions of ill conſequence 
« to the ſtate.” How far does this re- 
public go beyond Britain in her policy, 
as well as in her juſt ideas of religious liber- 
ty.? how far more juſtly is the line drawn 
between the province of the civil magi- 
ſtrate, and that of religion? Not any thing 
could haye hindered an Engliſh ſenate 
from learning juſtice, equity, and wiſ- 
dom from that ſtate, but an undue at- 
tachment to an eccleſiaſtical hierarchy. 
That the Dutch had reaſon, truth, and 
good policy with them in theſe meaſures 
of adminiſtration, is made evident by 
this elegant writer, in a train of elear 
and maſterly reaſoning ; ſince he obſerves, 
.* that the way to our future happineſs 
« has been perpetually diſputed through- 
re out the world, and muſt be left at laſt 
« to the impreſſions made upon every man's 
«© belief and conſcience, either by natural 
e or ſupernatural arguments and means; 
„ which impreſſions men may diſguiſe | 
s or diſſemble, but no man can reſiſt, for 
« belief is no more in a man's power, 
e than his ſtature or his feature ; and he 
55 * * that 


MAGISTRATE's PROVINCE. 17 


« that tells me I muſt change my opinion 
ce for his, becauſe it is the truer or bet- 
* ter, without other arguments, that 
© have to me the force of conviction, 
* may as well tell me, I need change 
„ my grey eyes for others like his that 
are black, becauſe they are lovelier and 
* more in eſteem. He that tells me, I 
* muſt inform myſelf, has reaſon if I do 
- * not; but if I endeavour it all that I 
can, and perhaps more than ever he did, 
« and yet ſtill differ from him; and he, 
a that it may be, is idle, will have me 
% ſtudy on, and inform myſelf better, 
« and ſo to the end of my life; then I 
* eaſily underſtand what he means by 
« informing, which is in ſhort, that I 
* muſt do it till I become of his opi- 
nion *.“ Again, A man that tells 

me my opinions. are abſurd or ridi- 
© culous, impertinent or. unreaſonable, 
* becauſe they differ from his, ſeems to 
„ intend a quarrel inſtead of a diſpute ; 
% and calls me a fool or madman with 


p A Ibid. p. 167, 168. 
PDP 


NA I A en ns 


18 RELIGION NOT THE 

«a little more circumſtance : though 
* perhaps I paſs for one as well in my 
*, ſenſes as he, as pertinent in talk and as 
* prudent in life : yet theſe are the com- 
* mon civilities in religious argument, 
* of ſufficient and conceited men, who 
* talk much of right reaſon, and mean 
yo. always their own ; and make their pri- 


te vate imagination the meaſure of gene- 
e ral truth*.” 


To this might be added an obſervation 
of the great Locke's, „Since there- 
« fore it is unavoidable to the greateſt 
spart of men, if not all, to have ſe- 
de yeral opinions, without certain and in- 
b dubitable proofs of their truths; and 
« it carries too great an imputation of 
« j$norance, lightneſs, and folly, for men 
„ to quit and renounce their former 
« tenets preſently upon the uſe of an ar- 
e gument which they cannot immediately 
 « anſwer, and ſhew the inſufficiency of; 
te jt would methinks become all men to 


%. 


* 


Ibid, p. 169. 


/ 


e main- 
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4% maintain peace, and the common of- 
« fices of humanity and friendſhip, in 
e the diverſity of opinions; ſince we 
«« cannot reaſonably expect, that any one 


* ſhould readily and obſequiouſly quit his 


© own opinion, and embrace ours with a 
« blind reſignation to an authority, which 
te the underſtanding of man acknowledges 


not; for however it may miſtake, it 


© can own no other guide but reaſon, nor 


„ blindly ſubmit to the will and dictates 


e of another*.” | 7 


; | | 
From theſe views of the ſpirit and end 
of all altercations and controverſies about 
religion, it is undeniably plain, that 


no human authority can juſtly operate 


in the province of religion: and like- 
wiſe that the freedom of the human 
mind in its religious operations, will bear 
no controul, nor reſtraint whatſoever. © 


It is yet farther evident, that the faith 
of any rational accountable being can- 
* Fſtay on Human Underſtanding, b. iv. ch. 16. 
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not poſſibly be ſubjected to the will and 
law of another, though inveſted with 
civil authority, from the very nature of 


- ſuch faith, This may be illuſtrated 


from Dr. Beattie's Eſſay on Truth; where 


he ſays, Do you mean by an implicit 


« faith an acquieſcence in the dictates of 
% your own underſtanding, or in thoſe 


« of others? if the former, ſuch impli- 


« cit faith is the only kind of belief 


«© which true philoſophy recommends. — 


« Whilſt man continues in his preſent 
« ſtate, our intellectual feelings are, and 


es muſt be the ſtandard of tiuth to us, 


« all evidence productive of belief, is re- 
e ſolvable into the evidence of conſci- 


% ouſneſs; and comes at laſt to this 


« point, I believe, becauſe I believe, or 


' becauſe the law of my nature deter- 
% mines me to believe. This belief 


* may be called implicit, becauſe it is 

oe the only rational belief of which we 
& are capable; and to ſay, that our 
c minds ſhould not ſubmit to it, is as 


„ abſurd 28 to ſay, that our bodies ought 


i not to be nouriſhed with food; Reve- 
| | ) | cc „lation 
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« lation itſelf muſt be attended with 
« evidence to ſatisfy conſcience or com- 
mon ſenſe, otherwiſe it can never be 
< rationally believed. By the evidence 
« of the Goſpel, the rational Chriſtian 
« is perſuaded that-it comes from God; 
* he acquieſces in it as truth, not becauſe 
* it is recommended by others, but be- 
e cauſe it ſatisfies his own underſtand- 
« ing*.” And again the Dr. aſks, © what 
“is it to which a wiſe man will pay 
more attention than to his reaſon and 
„ conſcience, thoſe divine monitors, by 
e which he is to judge even of religion 
« itſelf, and which he is not at liberty 
to diſobey, though an angel from hea- 
r yen ſhould command him? the genera- 
e lity of mankind, however ignorant of 
the received diſtinctions and explica- 
** tions of their internal powers, do yet 
« by their conduct declare, that they feel 


their authority, and acknowledge, their 
. F6 —_— . 7 


-"$ Blayon Truth, p. 33, 373. +lbid.p. 73. 


In 


| * free. 
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In the reaſon and nature of things it 
is therefore impoſſible, that any human 
power, or authority, ſhould have the 


| leaſt right of preſcribing to the faith of 
2 Chriſtian, or of giving law to his 


conſcience-in matters of religion. Nay, 
it is even demonſtrable, that to impoſe a 
ſubſcription to unſcriptural articles, in 
order to determine the mode of a man's 
ſcriptural belief, is one of the moſt 


| ri abſurdities that did ever enter 
the head, or the heart of a man. When- 


ever ſuch ſubſcribing-teſt is required 


and impoſed, as à qualification for 
any public religious ſervices, or of- 
, ices, we are obliged to conſider, both 


that ſubſcription. and [thoſe ſervices as 


very remote from the idea we are led 
to form of religion. It is, in truth, a 
burleſque on the very name of religion, | 
and gives great offence to all who are 
ga acquainted with, and ſincerely reverence 


the rights of private judgment ; or, who 
have any juſt conception of the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt has wn all his diſci+ 


wh 


* 


\ 
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As for the flagrant moral evil which 
there is in giving ſuch offences, I would 
refer to the indiſputable authority of our 
common Maſter and Lord. See Matth. 
xviii. 1. and Luk. xvii. 1. Wor to the 
world becauſe of offences : for it muſt needs 
be that offences come: but wor to that 
man by whom the- offence cometh. Would 
to God, this awful divine admonition was 
but duly attended to, by thoſe whoſe 
duty it is to remove that rock of of- 
fence, the reproach of a. free country, 
and an enlightened age, vzz. a ſubſcrip- 
tion-teſt, armed with penal laws. 


: But here we ſhould obſerve the ſpi- 


rit of the impoſers, who, in order to 


render the unreaſonable, and unchriſtian 
oppreſſion palatable to the people, have 
made much noiſe about the unpardonable 
ſin of Schiſm, and do repreſent the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenter from the national 
Church, as one who muſt be that branded 


culprit, and deſervedly denominated a 
Schiſmatic; only becauſe, forſooth, by 


ſuch diſſent, he aſſerts and exerciſes the 


rights of private judgment; adheres 


to 
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to the religion of the Bible; and will 
not violate his conſcience by a confor- 
mity to any political Church eftabliſh- 
ment. At the ſame time, his very diſ- 
ſent is what gives him the ability he 
has of ſupporting a religious character, 
or of keeping a conſcience: void of of- 

. fence towards God; for which reaſon it 
is that he cannot, by any rule of juſt 
eſtimation, be deemed a Schiſmatic. The 
ſchiſms which do incur guilt, are thoſe 
dividing principles which are unfriendly 
to mankind, expreſſive of the uncharita- 
ble, cenſorious, and domineering ſpirit ; 
a ſpirit that would monopolize the divine 
favour ;' and which dares to contemn, de- 
ſpiſe, and maltreat thoſe who are not of 
the ſame mode of profeſſion; or do not 
entertain the ſame peculiarities, 1 wy not. 
of ef, but of opinion. 


1 as op aſk the been to a na- 
tional Church, how he will make it ap- 
pear, that the avowed principles of the 
rational Diſſenter do lead him to breathe 
this ſchiſmatical ſpirit? Does not the 
chatge rather more fitly apply to a cer- 
tain church-creed {till retained in uſe, 


which 


MAGISTRATE's PROVINCE. 2; 
which denies falvation to thoſe who do. 
not believe that ſymbol of matchleſs ab- 
ſurdity ? till he can get clear of this dif- 
ficulty, he muſt be content to fit down 
much better entitled to the charge of 
belonging to a ſchiſmatical church, than 


the conſiſtent Proteſtant Diſſenter can 
5 ibly be. 


A little more modelty hid « much more 
ſerious conſideration would become the 
oncharitable and cenſorious bigot, who 
confines to his own ſect or party, orig, 
| Ever is meant by falvation. 


Do not the Clergy of every Proteſtant 
national Church, accufe the papal church 
of much arrogance, in preſuming to ana- 
thematize all that are out of her pale? 
and very emphatically all Proteſtants? and 
is there any thing leſs aſſuming in the un- 
chriſtian Creed above mentioned? and in 
the feveral penal laws which recognize this 
as being an eſſential part of an eſtabliſhed 
liturgy? The very fame ſpirit operates in 
the one eſtabliſhment, which does in tlie 

other; and only with this difference in its 
E effect, 
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effect, vix. that the conforming clergy of 
the Engliſh ( Church have not, of late, been 
| permitted. to proſecute, nor has the in- 
former been encouraged to bring his ac- 

guſation; a lenity wholly owing, to the 
4 greater humanity of the times, 


Whatever therefore men may ſay of the 

importance of opinions, or of any ſyſtem 
of articles ſaid to be founded on Scrip- 
ture, the well-informed Chriſtian knows, 
hat the unity of ſpirit which the Goſpel 
requires is only; to be held in the bond 
peace ;—that mutual Venere nge, ti 
nature, brotherly love, and charity are 
the end of the Commandments 1 
that it is likewiſe impoſſible, from 
the make of man, and from his pre- 
ſent condition, that unanimity in ſen- 
timent, or opinion, can be maintained in 
any great community. Even a ſolemn 
ſubſcription to the Liturgy and Arti: 
cles of an eſtabliſhed Church, hay been 
far f from producing any ſuch agreement : | 
for, perhaps, a greater diverſity of  opi- 
yin. does not exiſt among all the dif 


ferent 


4 
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ferent niodes of religious profeſſion out 


of the Church-eſtabliſhment, than is to 


be found among the ſubſcribing Clergy 
within the eſtabliſnment. It undoubtedly 
follows, that to prevent diverſity of opi- 
nion by a ſubſcription, and by unifor- 
mity of worſhip, is nothing better than an. 
Utopian ſcheme, and has to ſuch effect or 


tendency. But ſo far from inſpiring the 


members of the national Church with 
benevolent diſpoſitions, of with ingenu- 
ous, btothefly affectidns towards the con- 


ſcientious Proteſtant Diſſefiter, an aſſidu- 


ous care has ever been taken, by the 
greater number of het Clergy, to diſſe - 
minatè very extravagant ideas of her com- 
munion, as if it was the ſtandard of per- 
fection, both with regard to her ſyſtem 
of faith, and her form of worſhip. 
Hence the weak and ignorant, the in- 
attentive arid credulous, by much the 
majority, are led to look with no ſmall 


contempt on their non conforming neigh- 


bours. A conſideration this, of great 
momerit with all ingenuous, liberal, 


well- -diſpoſed minds, who have a fer- 
| vent deſire to ſee the Chriſtian religion 
„ * 
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profeſſed upon truly Chriſtian, principles, 
in the ſpirit of brotherly love and cha- 
rity ; ; and who wiſh to ſeg. profeſſors 
doing nothing through ſtrife, or vain- 
« glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, eſ- 
« teeming each other better. than them · 
« ſelves. Not looking every man on 
* his own things, but every man alſo, 
«on the things of others, having the 
« ſame mind which was in Chriſt, For 
now, (lays an apoſtle,) if there be any. 
« conſolation. in Chriſt, if any comfort. 
C of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, 
if any bowels of mercies; all Chriſtians. | 
« ſhould be like-minded, having the ſame 
ce love, and being of one accord, and of 


. one mind.” - 

This is the apoſtolic role; and * am 
warranted in ſaying, that ſo far as men. 
have the ſpirit of Chriſt, they love one 
another, nay, they love as brethren; and, 
are diveſted of all pride, ill- nature, and 
arrogance: : they dare not fit in judgment. 
upon one another; nor exclude a bro- 
ther from. the favour of God, becauſe of 
| his differing i in his opinion. | 


All 
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province of religion, whether conſidered 


as Children of God, or as diſciples of 


Chriſt ; there is not one member of God's 
church, who can have any claim to pre- 


eminence ; or. to the exerciſe of domi- 


nion over the faith of another. The apo- 
files: themſelves were not Lords in God's 


heritage, they had no dominion over the 


faith of Chriftians. Aſſuredly then, there 


mult be a, modeſty and humility of mind 0 


in the truly Chriſtian teacher which will 
not ſuffer him to, uſurp authority in a re- 
Lgious community where all are brethren ; 
and where the only demonſtration of men's 
being the diſciples of Jeſus, is their love to 


one another, the reaſon of which, is of the 


moſt divine nature, viz. © God is love, 
«© and he who dwells in love, dwells in 


« God, and God in him?“ Our earneſt 


prayer ſhould then be, that all Chriſtian 
profeſſors might be animated by.this ſpirit, 
for the. Goſpel ſpirit, is a ſpirit of power, 


of love, and of a ſound mind, i. e. truth. 


Divine truth gives ability and ſtrength, 
hecauſe of its benevolent and healthy 


condition: ſo that there is a a conhftency 
| and 
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30 RELIGION NOT THE 
and harmony in all the powers and paſ- 
ions of the ſoul; an inward ſerenity and 
peace, which is fed and nouriſhed by 
every moral virtue; and by the mind's 


being continually exerciſed - unto god- N 
lineſs. | ; | 


It is e with ſome plauſibilit7 
aid, in defence of ſubſcription, ** that 
* the SAFETY of the ſtate makes the 

demand, in order that the civil ma- 
s giſtrate may know what public teachers 
. « of religion ſhould be indulged with 


« immunities from civil een, and paro- 
bay chial dutics.” 


But why ſhould not all public 
teachers of | religion, who wholly de- 
vote themſelves to ſpititual fervices, 
or to the care of ſouls, and do not em- 
ploy themſelves in ſecular buſineſs; why, 
I ſay, ' ſhould not all ſuch ſhare equally 
in thoſe immunities? The ſame rea- 
ſon which has induced the civil ma- 
giſtrate or national ſenate to exempt any 
order of Clergy, ſhould operate towards 
all public teachers of every denomination, 
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who are wholly devoted. to religious ſer- 
vices. No difficulty can hereby occur to 
the civil magiſtrate, who has an eaſy | 
opportunity of. being informed, upon 
any needful accafion, by the ſaciety ar 
congregation. who have choſen him to 
aſſiſt in, and to lead their devotions. A 
neighbourhood. or pariſh cannot be ſup- 
poſed ignorant of the conductor or con- 
ductors of public worſhip, in the houſes 
licenſed, and conſtantly made uſe of 
within their limits, for ſuch ſolemn aſ- 
ſemblies, on every ſabbath- . 
122 
Moreover, the not ales a 4 to- 
keratin, becauſe of its conſequences, when 
the laws of reaſon, nature, and truth 
make the demand, muſt have groſs miſ- 
take legible on its very complexion: 
for, if the principle be juſt in itſelf, the 
more there are, ho are benefited; thereby, 
the better. So that the ſupplicant who 
prays for a deliverance from ſubſcrib- 
ing to any religious teſt, ſhould. take the 
more courage, becauſe ſuch is the nature 
Ls enden; of 5 n that it has 
| = a moſt | 
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2 wmoſt begevelent and friendly aſpect on 
mankind; and whatever concerns reli- 
gion, ought to be under no teftraint, upon ; 
an pretenee of | /a/ery to the Nate ; fotafe 
much as the well of a ſtatè depends upon 
dkhat ſame ſpitit of piety which if found in 
the bulk of the people; and fo long as Je- 
hovah remalns 2e God A the vi of alt 
ße, fo long human authotity can have 
nd fight to meddle in the Kingdom and 
Chæateh ef Chriſt. What incottveni- 
ency has ever ariſen to the ſtate, by er- 
cuſing the Nuutert from fubſtribiiig any 
religious teſt ? what poſſible reaſon can be 
_ -aflipned; why the ſame freedom fhbuld 
mot be granted to other Proteftant Dif- 
enters P or hy not to theſe in England, 
#6" welf as to thoſe in Ireland? Theſe 
questions have been very properly put, 
and ao proper atifwer can be giben to 
them, but by — #4 free and 
bs er ee ian . Fo 


Aire en 


5 dee, hol. hen eats FR ob- 
jections to an unlimited toleration, be- 
ee the multipliaity of religious pro- 


59 op ; feſſions, 
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feſſions, has this judicious remark : Did 
* the prince protect them alike, and main- 
e tain an even balance by his diſtribu- 
« tions of his favours and juſtice ; all 
„ which could naturally proceed from it 
would be an honeſt emulation between 
* them which ſhould exceed in piety, in 
*« good works, and in ſpiritual knowledge: 


e the ſtrife among them would only be 


5 which ſhould moſt approve itſelf to God 


« by its zeal in the practice of virtue, 


* which ſhould outdo the other in promot- 
a ing the intereſt of their country. Now 
„eit is evident ſuch an emulation as this, 
* muſt be the. ſource of infinite public 
e bleflings; and conſequently, that ro- 
„ LERATION is the thing in the world 
te beſt fitted for retrieving the golden age, 


« andproducing an harmonious concert of 


various voices and inſtruments of dif- 


« ferent tones, as agreeable at leaſt as 


« that of a ſingle voice. What is it then 
e that hinders this lovely harmony ariſing 
« from a concert of various voices and 


« different ſounds ? It is this, that one 


* religion will exerciſe a cruel tyranny 
* 4 ; . | 
F over 
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% Over the underſtanding and force the 
*© conſcience ; that princes will counte- 


* nance the unjuſt partiality, and lend 


* the ſecular arm to the ontcries of a 
* rabble of Clergymen : in a word, all 


„ the miſchief ariſes not from TorE- 


6 RATION; but from en of it“. * 


The great Lotus likewiſe ſays, * the 
* magiſtrate ought not to forbid the 
« preaching or profeſſing of any ſpecula- 


* tive opinions in any church, becauſe they 


% have no manner of relation to the ci- 
« vil rights of ſubjects. If a Roman Cat lo- 


ic believe that to be really the body of 
* Chriſt, which another man calls bread, 


* he does no injury thereby to his neigh- 
« bour. If a Few do not believe the 


* New Teſtament to be the word of God, 
. , © he does not thereby alter any thing in 


« men's civil rights. If a Heathen doubt 


of both Teſtaments, he is not therefore 


« to be puniſhed as a pernicious citizen, 


The _ of the Oy and the 


iet — Vol. i. p. 243. 
. 8 46 « eftates | 
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of eſtates of the people may be equally 
* ſecure, whether any man believe theſe 
** things or no.— The buſineſs of laws 
is not to provide for the truth of opi- 
* nions, but for the ſafety and ſecurity of 
„ the common-wealth, and of every 
man's goods and perſon .“. 


After ſuch a full view taken of the 
unreaſonableneſs and manifeſt abſurdity 
of exerciſing human authority in the pro- 
vince of religion, it will be natural to 
conclude, that the ingenuous mind, de- 
ſirous that human nature ſhould appear 
with all poſſible advantage under the me- 
ridian ſhine of Goſpel truth and grace, 
will ſee with concern, and greatly lament 
the diſagreeable and deformed ſtate of the 
; Chriſtian profeſſion, Whete a national 
Proteſtant Church will retain a teſt to be 
ſubſcribed; and this too enforced with 
the moſt inhuman and 'cruel penal laws, 


f eee over the heads, of her Proteſtant 


; P hand. concerning ; Toleraion, p- 85. an clegant 
n 40. 1765. | 
F2 bre⸗ 
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brethren; though they make no preten- 
ſions of the leaſt claim to her worldly 


emoluments. Is not this very unchriſtian? 
does it not give a ſhocking idea of the 


via and arrogance of —— ? 
f Whoever' would take 2 pains of ex- 
amining a fair report made of the doctrine, 


ſpirit, and conſtitution of the Church of 


England, may conſult 4 calm and plain 


Anſiver to the Enquiry, why are you a Diſ- 
Jenter from the Church of England? a tract 
N IG 4 MT merit. U e 


„ 


40 « of which you ſo. 50 ES 1 2 


0 are no other than what were enacted 


25 long fince, in the time of your forefa- 


7 25 thets: and a ſucceſfion of learned and 


Ii. 


& Church and State. 
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It 3 be replied, id this War | 
NN plea has been of long ſtanding, 
yet it is very far from having any 
real foundation in the reaſon or truth of 
wg ; for how long ſoever they have 


14 * 
- 0 7 


rights of mankind, | In fact, they are 
not only unrighteous and eruel in their 
nature, but they are baneful in their eſ- 
fects on ſociety; they divide and dif- 


of a ſubſcription-teſt ſupported by penal 
laws, to cancel, among many other para- 
- graphs in the New Teſtament, the four- 
teenth chapter of the Romans. The 
clergy who would have theſe penal laws 
retained againſt their brethren, are there- 
by, in truth, diſabled from looking upon 


- [ 


tinuance, yet the ſubſcription-teſt and 
theſe penal laws, are not a whit leſs real 


harmony which ſhould be promoted and 
_ encouraged every where, and by all poſ- 
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had place, and how great ſoever the num- 
ber of thoſe may be who are for their con- 


evils, not leſs reproachful to humanity; 
not leſs inconſiſtent with the ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, neither leſs ſubverſive 
of the moſt ſacred and unalienable 


unite, they diſturb the peace of men's 
minds; they obſtru& that concord and 


fible means I would adviſe the defender 


themſelves as the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which even a Hobbes could diſcover, who 
Jays, © dhe miniſters of Chriſt i in this world, 

6 ** have 6 


\ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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% have no power, by that title, to puniſh 
any man for not believing, or for con- 
**, graditing what they ſay: they have, 
** I ſay, no power by that title of. Chriſt's 
, miniſters ,to / puniſh ſuch: but if they 
have ſovereign civil power, by politic 
« inſtitution, then they may indeed law- 
fully puniſh any contradiction to their 
„laws whatſoever ; and St. Paul, of him- 
e ſelf and others the then preachers of 


s the Goſpel, ſays, in expreſs words, we 


have no dommion over your faith, Fug are 


of weg M e b cl an 


183 7301 


1 it will 5 be improper to 2 


ies of that Wphiſtical tale. plea for 


a civil church - eſtabliſhment, made uſe 
of by ſeveral more liberal minds of 

that communion, ſuch as a ;Shafteſoury, 
za Middleton, and a Wodlaſton ; the laſt 
ef which has thus reaſoned: . without 


euch eſtabliſhment there would be no 


keeping mankind in order; it is ne- 
5 3 he 4 een 
on 158 TY; bo 267 "7 


eee Landoa oi . 
SE by 1 it KS v7 of) t6; £01 
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_ «« profeſſed, and even eſtabliſhed : which 
% cannot be without ſome public wor- 
„ ſhip; and were it not for that ſenſe of 
„virtue, which is principally preſerved 
*(ſo far as it is preſerved) by national 
* forms and habits of religion, men 
would ſoon loſe it all, run wild, prey 
e upon one another, and do what als the 

% worſt or ſavages do *. 2 


This plea is fallacious, and can have no 
foundation in truth or reaſon ; becauſe it 
neceſſarily infers the exertion of civil 
power beyond its proper province, which 
the great author of our religion would 
condemn, when he ſays, render unto 
Cæſar the things which are Cæſar s, and un- 
to God the things which are God's. Be- 
fides which, both he and his apoſtles pub- 
liſhed a ſyſtem of doctrine contradictory 
to all national church eſtabliſhments, 
either of the Jew or Gentile. His king- 
dom is not of this world; and neither he 
nor his diſciples are of the world. His 


* Woolaſton' $ Relig. of Nat. p- 124 5th edit. 


church, 
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church, therefore, cannot admit of an al- 


liance with the ſtate. It is abſolutely im- 
poſſible it ſhould; becauſe, his religion is 


. perſonal, ſimple, and ſpiritual. It has 
nothing in it of human device or inven- 
tion: no rites, no ceremonies of a low - 
and baſe original. And, truly, we have 
found clergymen of a national church, of 


reſpectable name, ſo drawing the line be- 


tween the province of the civil magiſtrate, 


and that of religion, as to exclude all ci- 
vil authority, from any juſt operation in 


the religion of man. It cannot have any 
thing at all to do with the opinions, the 


faith, or the worſhip of the mind; and, 


conſequently, the civil magiſtrate muſt be 
unable to give religion any eſtabliſhment ; 


for ſo far as a ſubjection or ſubmiſſion is 


made in theſe matters to his authority, 
ſio far the religion of en is loſt, or ſhut 
out of ſociety. 


+ That the REIN, cannot exerciſe au- 


thority in this divine province, may be 


learnt even from a writer, who, in his 
political ſcheme, has affirmed, hat power 
5 | gives 
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gives right. I mean the famous Hobbes of 
Malmeſbury, who puts this queſtion, 
* What if a king, or a ſenate, or other 
* ſovereign perſon forbid us to believe in 
« Chriſt? to this I anſwer, that ſuch for- 
bidding is of no effect, becauſe belief 
* and unbelief never follow man's com- 
* mands *. | i 
In fact, the religion of jeſus did not 
only exiſt, but ſpread, and increaſed 
mightily during the three firſt centuries, 
without any civil eſtabliſhment, and under 
all the diſcouragements of bloody per- 
ſecutionsz which is a further confuta- 
tion of the above plea. They who 
would obſerve with what ſeverity the 
moſt celebrated of the Roman emperors 
did treat the Chriſtians, may conſult Dr. 
Lardner's pagan teſtimonies. Even the 
philoſopher, M. AnToxinus, was moſt 
ſhamefully prejudiced againſt them, which 

both Dr. Jortin, arid this hiſtorian have 
remarked. Dr. Lardner calls that em- 


'* Leviathan, p. 271. 1 
G peror's 


* 
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peror's reflection upon the Chriſtians, 
one of the baſeſt he had ever met with * 
06 among all their old enemies; to ſay, it. 
I unbecoming a gentleman, and an 
* emperor, is to ſay nothing. It is in- 
6s fenſibility, and inhumanity, in a word, 
« Stoiciſm*.” I have mentioned this as 
a ſpecimen of the inveterate hatred, which 
the Roman emperors had to Chriſtianity, 
and yet it prevailed and flouriſhed, | I 
muſt be allowed to ſay, what I am fully, 
perſuaded is the truth of the caſe, that 
in proportion to the authority which has 
been exerciſed by the civil magiſtrate in 
the province of religion, 1n any age, or 
country, fince Chriſtianity has had its ex- 
 Iſtence, ſo far it has eyer been depraved 
in ma ſpark and a 


3 might allo be an appeal made to 
recent fact, or to the preſent ſtate of reli- 
gion in this iſland: and the queſtion 
might be put, how it appears that a ſenſe 
of virtue is principally preſerved by na- 


-” Vol. i ii. P · 168. 5 


5 . tional 
8 Ie 
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tional forms of religion? Notwithſtand- 

ing the civil church eſtabliſhment, do not 
ſcepticiſm, infidelity, and vice ſadly pre- 
vail? and is the meaſure of impoſing a 
ſubſcription to articles of faith, which nei- 
ther the great nor thelittle clergy believe, 
an apt means of preſerving a ſenſe of vir- 
tue among the people? or rather, does not 
the ſhocking prevarication, in that ſolemn 
act of ſubſcribing, countenance every ſpe- 
cies of falſehood and deceit, and nouriſh 


the great evils which are the foul A 
of Britain? 4 3 


One might again aſk, how does it ap- 
pear that a national church eſtabliſhment 
has a greater tendency to ſecure the loy- 
alty of the people, and their civil ſubjec- 
tion to the government, when, in the re- 
bellions, againſt the princes of the houſe of 
Hanover, ſo many were found of the 
members of that church, and not a ſin- 
gle inſtance. of thoſe men who avowed 
2 Proteſtant diſſent? or, is the formi- 
dable m" of popery among us any 
G 2 proof 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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proof of the great utility of an eccleſiaſti- 


cal eſtabliſhment ? 


* 


Now, Sir William Temple informs us, 
* that the Roman Catholic religion was 


* alone excepted from the common pro- 


* tection of their laws, in the United 
% Provinces;” for which he aſſigns this 


reaſon, | « the ſtates believed that it makes 
"466 men worſe ſubjects than the reſt, by 


* the acknowledgment of a foreign 
vl and ſuperior juriſdiction : ſo muſt, all 
« ſpiritugl power needs be, as grounded 


upon greater hopes and fear than any 


* civil, at leaſt, wherever the perſuaſions 
« from faith are as ſtrong as thoſe from 


«« ſenſe, of which there are many teſti- 


** monies recorded.” But then he obſerves, 
that what was not provided for by the 
Fe conſtitutions of their government, was 
4 fo, in a great degree by the connivance 


of their "officers, who, upon certain 
**conftant payments from every family 


if ſuffer the exerciſe of that religion in 
10 their feyeral Juriſdictions as free. and 
Fe eaſy, 
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* eaſy, though not ſo cheap and ſo avow- 
ed as the reſt*,” 


I have the rather mentioned the watch 
fulneſs of the States of Holland, againſt 
a profeſſion moſt dangerous to the civil 
and religious. rights of mankind, as it 
. acknowledges a power paramount to that 
of Deity; a power which can diſpenſe 
with truth and righteouſneſs, and ab- 
ſolve from the moſt ſolemn and ſacred 
obligations; becauſe, notwithſtanding all 
this, there are no ſmall numbers of the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy who think more fa- 
vourably of popery than of the principles 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters, friendly as they 
are to humanity: its very ordination is 
_ openly acknowledged, by the canons of 
the national church, to be more valid, 


than the ordination of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. 


Obſervations upon the United Provinces, p. 176, 
177. London, printed 1673. Conſult alſo Monkicur 
Bayle's Philoſ. Comment. Vol. II. p. 171, 172. Lon- 
aun, r . | d 


What» 
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Whatever a Shafteſbury, a Moolaſton, or 
a Middleton may have ſaid in favour of a 
_ civil eſtabliſhment of religion, we may 
be very certain that whenever a people are 
privileged with a free and familiar ac- 
<quaintance with the New Teſtament in 
their own language, and are not prevailed 
upon to let others interpret for them the 
ſenſe of the ſacred ſcriptures, there can be 
no danger at all of their growing wild, 
or becoming like the ſavage nations. 
Theſe advocates of a civil eſtabliſhment 
of religion ſhould have ſhewn, that the 
Proteſtant Diſſenter has, in his profeſſion, 
more of the wild and ſavage air and ſpi- 
rit than the conformiſt has in his, before 
they had ventured upon ſuch a mode of 
defending eſtabliſhments. | 

Wb «© f 5 $503.25 5 Or EN RU IRS. L 

-: Farther, | it is wholly owing to the 
prieſtly artifice of inculcating upon the 
people an implicit faith, as if they them- 
ſelves were the only competent inter- 
preters of the will of God, and the only 
authoritative diſpenſers of his word; and 
to the daring pretence that the efficacy of 
Ag V7 Goſpel 


*% 
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Goſpel ordinances wholly depends on their 
miniſtrations, that the people loſe fight 
of the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity. I ap- 
peal to all unprejudiced minds, whether 
this is not the worm at the root of the 
withered gourd ? but if what I have ad- 
vanced be allowed to-carry in its na- 
tive complexion, the evident features of 
truth, it muſt follow, that thoſe gen- 
tlemen have widely miſtaken the nature 
and intereſt of the Chriſtian religion, who 
have imagined, it could be capable of a 
national eſtabliſhment. No aſſiſtance can 
it receive from the civil magiſtrate as 
ſuch; it lies not within the province of 
his authority; and is in reality ſo far in- 
jured, as he preſumes to enforce any one 
particular form or profeſſion of it, either 


by worldly lures and motives, or mY * 
laws and menaces. 


Theſe obſervations are no way incom- 
patible with an acknowledgment of the 
king of Great Britain's ſupremacy, or 
with his being over all cauſes, eceleſi- 
aſtical as well as civil, ſupreme head: 


inaſ- 


43 RELIGION NOT THE 


inaſmuch as his ſupremacy ariſes out 
of the very nature of an ecclefiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment's being civil, and a con- 
ſtitution which owes its very exiſtence 
to the authority of the three eſtates of 
the realm. Nevertheleſs, I apprehend, 

there can be no connexion found 'be- 

tween ſuch ſupremacy, and that of je- 
ſus Chriſt being the one and only Lord 
in the Church of God. Even an alliance 
between the Church of Chriſt and. the 
ſtate muſt. be only chimerical and ima- 

ginary ; which the learned Warburton 
has, (whether he defrgned: it or not,) 
ſhewn abundantly in his ſophiſtical pub- 
lication on that ſubject“; but this is ſtill 
more fully and clearly demonſtrated, by the 
reaſonings of ſeveral noted Conformiſts; 
ſuch as thoſe of Dr. Ibbot, and biſhop 
Hoadley on Chriſt's Kingdom not be- 
ing of this World, together with Hobbes, 
Sir William Temple, and others: and 
truly, no juſt idea can be formed of the 


* Conſult his alliance 8 Church and Seats 


edit. 1ſt, printed 1741, and compare a Comment uf on 


chat alliance printed 1748. 
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nature of religion, eſpecially of the 
Chriſtian religion, upon a ſuppoſition of 
its being ſubjet to the authority of the 
civil magiſtrate. 

Again, To ſuppoſe religion put un- 
der the direQion of the civil magiſtrate; 
will appear extremely abſurd and unnatu- 

ral, when we conſider that the reigning 
princes on this globe ſeldom, if ever, 
know what religion means—and that all 
ſyſtems of government are generally cons 
3 ducted on arbitrary and tyrannical princi- 
| ples : which, inſtead of nouriſhing thoſe 
of religion, have an apt tendency to ſuffo- 
cate and deſtroy them. All that can be 
meant, by the prince's being called by 
the prophet a nur/ing ſather, is, that it is 
his duty and buſineſs to prote& and de- 
fend his ſubjects in all their civil rights 
and claims; and to ſecure their proper- 
ties, perſons, and characters, from fraud 
and violence. This is the great end of all 
civil government, and a conſtant confor- 
mity to this end, is that alone which 
can render the civil magiſtrate, a mi- 
Fe 2 niſter 
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niſter of God for good: for aſſuredly, 


no community could ever agree to give 
any man, or any ſet of men, a ſovereign 
dominion over conſcience; becauſe no 
man, nor any number of men, ever had 
an ability of reſigning the unalienable 
rights of private judgment in thoſe mat- 
ters which lye only between God and 


themſelves, It would therefore infer a 


manifeſt abſurdity, to ſuppoſe that any 
people could inveſt, by common conſent, 
the magiſtrate with a power, which it 
would be impoſſible he ſhould ever be 
able to exerciſe over the religion of the 


The pretence of human laws being 
ſubſervient or miniſterial, uſeful or neceſ- 
fary, to ſupport the intereſts of the Chri- 
ſtian profeſſion, is a fallacy, which has 
been abundantly expoſed by: many good 
Papiſts, whilſt pleading for the common 
rights of _— 


„ The Common Rights of Subjects defended, p. 111. 
and 1719. N 


* 
+ In 
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In a word, ſay what men will, Chri- 
ſtianity, or the Church of Chriſt, can 
never appear but under diſguiſe, and with 
great diſadvantage, under any civil church- 
eſtabliſhment ; the principles, ſpirit, and 
. motives to a conformity with which are of 
another, of quite a foreign nature, as they 
are borrowed from human power and po- 
licy, and are altogether of a worldly 
complexion. The Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
Dr. Hoadley, owned as much, when in 
private converſation, he faid to a friend, 
<< he did not wear the mitre as a miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, but as an officer or 
© ſervant of the State.” — And his ſer- 
mon before the king, upon Chriſt's King- 
dom, ſpeaks the very ſame language; 
for which reaſon the Convocation would 
gladly have written their ghoſtly com- 
ments upon him. —It is difficult to con- 
ceive how his lordſhip could, conſiſtently 
with the principles he profeſſed, accept of 
à civil office from the ſtate, that veſted 


him with an, unchriſtian authority in oy 
Church. 


H 2 N This 
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- This perverſion of the firſt principle of all 


religion, God complains of, and condemns 
by his prophet of old, when he ſays, of the 
people who were become formal and hy- 
pocritical, . Their fear towards me, is 

s taught by the precepts of men. 


Do but take off the maſk, a diſguiſe 
ſo induſtriouſly put for ages upon the 
Chriſtian profeſſion, it will be found to 
have a native ſimplicity and purity, 
which argue its divine excellence, per- 
fection, and glory. The ideas which it 
conveys of God, as a Father, are exalted 
and adorable; we view him reconcil- 
ing the world to himſelf by the faireſt 
and fulleſt manifeſtations he has made 


both of truth and grace. Religion bor- 
rows no gountenance, nor aſhſtance from 
worldly motives. Hence it is very 
evident, that no one ſhould think of the 
Chriſtian religion with indifference, or 
profeſs it with an unmeaning formality ; 
becauſe it is what implies the moſt re- 
gular and improved moral ſtate of the 
human mind, as it imports an habitual 
Fevgrence of the e ppreme Sovereign, ex- 

preſſed 


-. 
* 
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preſſed by an active, vigorous, ſolicitude, 


to know, and to do his will; or a firſt 
care to be approved of him; a law of the 
mind, which gives efficacy to all the hu- 
mane, benevolent principles, and ſocial 
obligation. This was ſeen by that di- 
ſtinguiſhed patriot Algernon Sidney, who 


ſays, 


“ Virtue is the dictate of rea- 


« ſon, or the remains of divine light, by 
« which men are made beneficent and 
* friendly to each other. Religion pro- 
es ceeds from the ſame ſpring ; its tenden- 
-« cies are of the ſame end; and the good 
of mankind ſo entirely depends upon 
« theſe two, that no people ever enjoyed 
© any thing worth defiring, that was not 
the product of them: and whatſoever 
% any have ſuffered, that deſerves to be 
* abhorred and feared, has proceeded 
te either from the defect of theſe, or the 
« wrath of God againſt them. If any 
e prince therefore has been an enemy to 
*« virtue and religion, he muſt alſo have 


be been. an enemy to mankind, and more 


** eſpecially to the people under him *. 


9 Diſcourſes on government, p. 212. that finiſhed 


I have 
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I have the rather made this citation, be- 
cauſe it ſerves to ſhew, that the magiſtrate 
who can inflict pains and penalties on 

men, becauſe of their religious opinions, 
or becauſe of their faith and warſbip, is 
ſo far a ſtranger to virtue and religion; 

and that all perſecutions under which 
Chriftians have ſuffered, and which ought 
to be abhorred, have ariſen from a deplor- 
able defect of virtue and religion; and, 
conſequently, ſuch penal laws, which are 
either in force in a Proteſtant civil govern- 
ment, or unrepealed, muſt be its foul dif- 
grace, and a flagrant mark of its ſhocking 
depravity. In fact, all ſuch laws breathe 
a cruel ſpirit of oppreſſion upon. thoſe 
only, who haye virtue enough to aflert, 
and to exerciſe the rights of private judg- 
ment in the province of religion, and who 
chuſe, in all religious matters, 70 * 
2 God rather than man.” 


| Is it not more than time, O ye, 0 ad- 
mit the ſtyle of right reverend, and moſt 
reverend, that ſuch reproach ſhould be done 
away, and that thoſe cruel edits of op- 

SE ; _ . preſſion 
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preſſion ſhould be expunged from our code 

of laws? To you they owe their continu- 
ance; and from your application, perhaps, 
their removal may only be expected.— Al- 
low me to remind your powerful bench, 
of what one of the beſt writers upon go- 
vernment, and one of the beſt judges of 
civil policy has ſaid—* The firſt error, 
« ſays he, in ancient Chriſtian policy, and 
e which hath indeed been a main founda- 
* tion of tyranny, is that corrupt diviſion 
« of a ſtate into ecclefiaſtical and civil; a 
« fault whereof our lateſt refiners of poli- 
« tical diſcourſe are as guilty in their 
«« writings, as any other: but that there 
* is the leaſt foot-ſtep in the Scripture, 
* for Chriſtians to follow ſuch a diviſion 
* of ſtate, or to allow of a national way of 
* churching, which is the root of that di- 
* viſion, could never yet be proved by 
* any; and the contrary is very clear from 
( the drift and ſcope of the Goſpel.“— 
| Again he ſays, ** Chriſt himſelf has ſaid, 
* my kingdom is not of this world: and there- 
“ fore that hand, which hitherto has pre- 
% ſumed in moſt nations to erect a power, 
4“ called 


56 RELIGION NOT THE 


* called eccleſiaſtic, in equipoiſe with the 
&© civil, to bear ſway and bind men's con- 
- * ſciences to retain notions, ordained for 
* orthodox, upon civil penalties, under 
s colour of prudence, good order, diſci- 
« pline, preventing of hereſy, advancing 
« of Chriſt's kingdom; and to this end 
« hath twiſted the ſpiritual power (as they 
« call it) with the worldly and ſecular in- 
« tereſt of the ſtate; this, I ſay, hath been 
« the very right hand of antichriſt, oppoſ- 
* ing Chriſt in his way; whoſe king- 
* dom, government, governors, officers, 
« and rulers, laws, ordinances, and ſta- 
« tutes, being not of this world, (I mean 
& jure humano depend not upon the helps 
and devices of worldly wiſdom. Upon 
« this ſcore and pretence the infant-my- 
« ſtery of iniquity began to work in the 
«very cradle of Chriſtianity *.” Is it not 
very unaccountable, that in ſuch an ad- 
vanced age of Chriſtiany, as the year of 
our Lord 1772, the. religion of Jeſus 
ſhould be no better underſtood ! all the 


'# Marchamont Nedbam' 5 Excellency of a Free State, 
Po 94+ the edit. of 1767. 
laws 
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laws of humanity, all the decent, cour- 
teous and friendly regards which we owe 
to one another, either as men, as Bri- 
tons, as Proteſtants, and eſpecially as 
Chriſtians who profeſs to have one com- 
mon Father in heaven, and one Lord at 
the right hand of Power; I fay, is it 
not ſtrange that theſe conſiderations do 
not more engage a brotherly treatment 
of each other ? 


Of a truth, there can be nd poſſible 
reaſon why they who do conſcientiouſly 
diſſent from a national church; that 
creature of the ſtate, ſhould be put un- 
der the peril of penal laws; and thereby 
made daily obnoxious to poverty, im- 
priſonment, and ruin; and this for no 
other reaſon; but becauſe they cannot as 
miniſters of religion ſecularize theme» 
ſelves, and conform to the obſervance 
of merely human inſtitutions. | That 
this is altogether unreaſonable and un- 
worthy the behaviour of rational crea- 
tures, might ſafely ſuſtain an appeal to 
every diſcerning,diſtioguiſhing mind, that 

1 has 
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has any juſt ſenſe of the moſt ſacred 


claims of humanity. 


Py this time the reader muſt be con- 
vinced, that the ſubject has not been 
conſidered as of an intricate or a doubtful 
nature; or as what will admit either of 
difficulty or debate; ſince the right of 
private judgment is a fundamental prin- 
ciple, and the exerciſe of it is indiſpenſibly 


. requiſite to a man's becoming truly re- 
ligious; for wherever a perſon does not 


form a judgment for himſelf of what re- 


ates to his duty as a creature of God, 


and ſubject of the Divine Government, 
accountable to a Supreme Tribunal for 
all the ' deeds done in the body, he 
does not appear to have yet attained to 
a religious character; and ſo far as his 


faith or his worfhip is ſubjected to any 
human authority, it is man, and not 


God, who is the object of his homage, 
and, conſequently, his hope, his con- 
fidence, and joy, as well as his reve- 
rence muſt be in man. This is a con- 
nen of no ſmall importance, and 

what 
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4 
what cannot but be extremely intereſt- 
ing to ſuch who would not miſtake their 


way to happineſs; for of however long 


time an almoſt univerſal ſurrender of 


the rights of conſcience has been made, 
in compliance with the aſſuming air and 
ſpirit of prieſtly domination, the reaſon 


and truth of things is invariable, and 
their nature will remain eternally the 


ſame. 


Were I then allowed the liberty of a 
free acceſs to thoſe more reſpectable wor- 
thy Lords and Commoners who counte- 
nanced the removal of penal laws from 
a peaceable and loyal people, that diſſent 
from a national church, I ſhould moſ 
humbly ſollicit them to conſider ſe- 


riouſly what the judicious penetrating 


NEeDHAM has ſaid on the ancient Chri- 


ſtian policy, which bas been the foun- 
dation of tyranny, by that corrupt divi- 
fon of a ſtate into eccleſiaſtical and ci- 
vil; and to compare his reaſoning with 
Dr. BRENIAMIN HoaDLEey's in his Common 


"om of Subjetfs defended, who ſays, 
"BY 1 al 
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« All Chriſtians ſhould conſider that the 
& religion delivered by Chriſt can be 
' * juſtly ſupported only by Chriſt's me- 
* thods. All the laws and acts of par- 
* liament in the world can only ſupport 
* an, outward profeſſion of ſomething, 
% which, as far as it is received from 
„ men, and practiſed as the will of 
* men, or the law of men, is ſo far dif- 
« ferent from the religion of Chriſt. 
„They may keep up a human conſtitu- | 
* tion, and either allure men by tem- 
40 poral rewards to adhere to the out- 
e ward form of it, or terrify men by 
* temporal i inconveniences from depart- 
e ing from it, or indiſpoſe men by bath 
from examining at all, what it is for 
« their eaſe and ihtereſt to take as it is 
es offered to them. But the religioh de- 
„ livered by Chriſt, as ſuch, is not 
« concerned in ſuch laws. It ſubſiſted, 
« the ſincere profeſſion of it ſubſiſted, 
not only without, but often againſt 
% human laws; which is a demonſtra- 
«tion that whatever it is that ſuch 
„ laws are neceſſary to preſerye, it is 


, 
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* not the religion delivered by Chriſt, 
nor ought the people to be impoſed 
«© upon, as to be made to believe this.” 
Nay the biſhop farther ſays, I will 
« content myſelf with the reproach of 
* thinking the religion delivered by 
«© Chriſt to be ſomething very different 
te from all conſtitutions of realms ; ſome- 
e thing which all Chriſtians in com- 
„ mon ought to appeal unto, and to 
ebe determined by, amidſt all their 


«© ſeveral ſchemes and ſyſtems ; ſome- 


« thing of quite a different nature than 
* what can' be ſupported by their ſeve- 
« ral acts and ſtatutes, and laws, framed 
« jn the different countries of this world, 
« according to their ſeveral notions, in 
« favour of contradictory conſtitutions ; 
« and ſomething which is beſt preſerved, 
te and moſt effectually, according to the 


. will of Chriſt, by methods pon: 


ce to the Goſpel itſelf *, * n ; 


This reaſoning of the biſhop 1 is certainly | 


clear and concluſive; there is in it enough 


| 1 Common Rights of Subjects, p- 172, 1 735 174. 


to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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to convince Chriſtians of the flagrant abs 
ſurdity of the civil magiſtrate's pretending. 


to claim authority in the province of reli- 


gion. His office has nothing at all to do with 
the religion of minds; all that is within 
his cognizance, is the contracts of men; 
and his reſtraints can reach no farther: 
the very rewards and puniſhments which 
he has to apply, are only of a temporary 
and ſenſitive, or of a worldly nature; and 
becauſe he has nothing ſpiritual or eternal, 


that can come either within the ken of his 


eye, or the graſp of his power, it is demon- 
ſtrable he has nothing at all to do with the 
religion of minds. His laudable deſire of 
having the religion of his people flouriſh, 


will be beſt, and ſhould only be diſcover- 
able in his not daring to throw before them 


any deptaving worldly motives, and in 
not preſuming to cenſure or puniſh. be- 
cauſe of. the different ideas men form of 
religion the civil magiſtrate ſhould even 
keep in mind, with what freedom the 
Deity has» inveſted his creature man z 
who, aſſuredly, muſt be allowed to have a 
0 fatherly regard to his moral recti- 

tude, 
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tude, and to the perfection and happi- 
neſs of this his intelligent offspring: he 
ought not therefore to pretend a right to 
infringe upon that native freedom of the 
human ſoul; conſequently it muſt be ex- 
tremely wrong, in the civil magiſtrate to 
imagine, he better underſtands how to 
promote the virtue and religion of his 
ſubjects, than the Allwiſe Creator and 
Univerſal Sovereign does, who would have 


all men come to the knowledge of the ruth | 


and be ſaved. 


1 


When we conſider farther, the manifeſt 
deſign of all the inſtructions which Jeſus 
Chriſt and his apoſtles have given, to ſecure 


this freedom and independence of the Chri- 


ſtian in his religious capacity, on all hu- 
man authority; we may be abſolutely 
certain, that the civil magiſtrate can take 


no cognizance at all of religious cha- 
rater; all that he can lawfully do to encou- 
rage and promote the cauſe of virtue and 


religion in ſociety, is to prevent any mea- 


ſures being taken to embarraſsor diſcourage - 


any 
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any in their aſſerting and exerciſing the 
rights of private judgment. So that 
enjoining religious teſts, and enacting 
penal ſtatutes to enforce ſubſcription to 
them, muſt be manifeſtly ſubverſive of 
the moſt ſacred and unalienable rights 
of mankind. It will therefore become 
our SENATORS to take off this yoke from 
the necks of men, who owe, in their 


religious capacity, no obedience or ſub- 


jection to any, being whatſoever, but to 
| the one God and the one Lord, and who : 
cannot withdraw the homage they are 
indiſpenfibly obliged to pay the Supreme 
Sovereign, but at the hazard of their own 
ſalvation. | 


There is yet another argument which 
might be held up to our SENAToRs,, and 
that too drawn from good policy and the 
law of gratitude. If the nation may be ſaid to 
owe its civil liberty, in a very diſtinguiſhed 
emphatical ſenſe, to the ſpirit of non- con- 
formity, it will then appear to be extremely 
impolitic, diſingenuous, and ungrateful 

| £4 A 
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ih a public adminiſtration to enact, and 


afterwards to retain penal laws againſt 


nonconformiſts. That this is the truth 
may be abundantly proved; for even 
the teſtimony of the Jacobite, Hume, 


in his hiſtory of the Tudors, has a re- 


mark full to my purpoſe, under the 
reign of queen Elizabeth.—“ So abſolute 


ewas the authority of the crown, that the 
«* precious ſpirit of liberty had been 


* kindled, and was preſerved by the Pu- 


© RITANS alone; and it was to this ſect, 


* that the Engliſh owe the whole freedom 
of their conſtitution *.“ 


Admit the fact, as it might be well ſup- 


ported, does not the enacting and retain- 


ing penal laws againſt people, whoſe firſt 


principle is of the ſame complexion with 
that of thoſe to whom the nation is ſo 
much indebted, and of whom the ſame 
meritorious thing may perhaps, in a very 


emphatical ſenſe, be ſaid to this day, do 
not theſe marks of diſgrace reflect great 
diſingenuity on a Britiſh adminiſtration ? 


* Hiſtory of Tudors, Vol. ii. p. 527. firſt edit. 
K | If 
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If there be any ſuch thing as baſe ingra- 
titude, it ſurely faſtens upon that legiſla- 
ture, which leaves the ſaviours of a coun- 
try under a foul brand of infamy, and an 


intolerable load of oppreſiion! As an im- 


partial obſerver of the deplorable depra- 
vity of a ſtate, under ſo heavy a charge of 
injuſtice and ingratitude, allow me to re- 
monſtrate, and in the name of all that is 
ſacred; beſeech our ſenators to remove the 


accurſed thing, which muſt render a civiÞF 


government obnoxious to the diſpleaſure 


of the ſupreme righteous Governor of the 


univerſe. c 


A 1 in his Letter lately ad- 


dreſſed to the Proteſtant Diſſenting Mini- 


ſters, is extremely tenacious of the penal 
laws:: at the fame time, he moſt abſurdly 
acknowledges, they are much too inhu- 
man and ſavage to be put in execution. 


But, alas! the poor man is terrified with 


apprehenſions leſt the Nonconformifls- 


ſhould become too powerful ; which, moſt: 
certainly, is a very childiſh and groundleſs 


terror; 3 
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terror; for ſo far as the principles and 
{ſpirit of a genuine non conformity pre- 
vail, there will be the greateſt poſſible ſe- 
curity againſt all thirſtings after worldly 
emoluments in a religious profeſſion ; and 
againſt the exerciſe of domination, amon 

non-conforming profeſſors. For the very 
ſoul of nonconformity, is a diſavowal of 
all human authority in the province of 
religion: it muſt therefore be impoſſible, 
that a conliſtent Proteſtant diſſent ſhould 
ever countenance a ſeeking after the uſur- 
pation of power, or once dream of court- 
ing an alliance between church and ſtate. 
Beſides, there muſt ever be an antipathy 
between a worldly ſpirit, and a Goſpel 
ſpirit. But one cannot wonder that a 
dignified Clergyman, whoſe eyes are daz- 
zled with the glare of worldly acquiſitions 
of riches and honors, within the pale of 
the church, (with the inſured appendages 
of an eccleſiaſtical hierarchy.) ſhould fill 


with ſuch apprehenſions. He will be apt 


to imagine, that the Nonconformiſt looks 
upon his ſituation with an envious eye: 
whereas the conſiſtent Proteſtant Diſſenter, 

. x we 
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we may juſtly conclude, does, and muſf 
rather contemplate him with pity, as hav- 


ing ſo much miſtaken the conſtitution of 
Chriſt's church and kingdom. 


There are, let me tell him, ſuritual 


 avickedneſſes in high places, which are made 
mention of by an apoſtle; i. e. powers 
which traffic in the ſouls of men. And 


are not thoſe ſpiritual wickedneſſes to be 
underſtood of all ſuch, who preſume tp | 
give law to RCs by impoſing reli- 
gious teſts, and enforcing them by penal 
ſanctions ? If theſe are not thoſe ſpiritual 


| wickedneſſes i in high places, it will be ex- 


tremely difficult to lay, who, or what they 


are. How incapable are thoſe men of ſeein 


their own features, whom the God of this 


world has blinded ? The ſophiſtical pre- 
tence of making the papal powers to fit 


and own the drawings, is but a deluſion ; 5 
ſince the claims of the one and of the 


other have ſo ſtrong a reſemblance. There 


is no effectual difference i in the titles of 


5 moſt reverend and right reverend fathers 
# God, 5 that of the moſt holy fatlier. 


DEI 
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— They both ſpeak the ſame language, | 


and alike affect ſpiritual dominion * *. 


The contempt which pre/ates may be 
| pleaſed to pour upon ſuch a remonſtrance 
as this, will be no way in their own fa- 
your; for truth is truth, right is right; ſo 
that the claim will be good, in ſpite of all 
the powers of earth and hell, even ſo long 
as there is a ſupreme governor at the head 
of univerſal nature. The iniquitous mea- 
ſure is not new, but what the preacher in 
old time had his eye upon, when he ſaid, 
If thou ſeeſt the oppreſſion of the poor, 


T and violent perverting of juſtice in a 


9 province, marvel not at the will or 
«« purpoſe, i. e. of the oppreſſion; for 
higher than the higheſt regardeth: 
« even one higher than they.” However 
this prieſt will have it, that there can 
be an improper time to remove oppreſ- 


fon + !. 


Fi 


* See father Patſall's account of them, in 1 his Apology | 


for the Catholics of Great Britain, p. 40. printed 1768. 


+ A Letter to the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, 


p. 46. and onward. 


There 


| 

| 

' 
1 

| 

| 

1 

' ' 

| 
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There is another order ofmen, I would 
beg leave to addreſs, I mean the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenting Miniſters themſelves, 
whoſe oppreffions have excited my taking 
up the pen, and have been made the ſub- 
ject of this Plea. Might 1 give them my 
advice, they ſhould never aſk for relief 
from the penal laws upon any terms, 
which would ſubject them to ſubſcribe a 
; religious teſt. True it is, their laſt prayer, 
made by their committee, was * to ſub-= 
© ſcribe a declaration of their belief of the 
holy Scriptures as containing a revela- 
# tion of the mind and will of God. — 
Which, no Chriſtian can be ſuppoſed to 
deny or diſbelieve. Yet hen rightly 
<onſidered, this muſt be ſeen to be need- 
Jeſs and inſignificant, inſomuch, that the 
government can have no more ſecurity from 
ſuch declaration and ſubſcri ption, than they 
have of thoſe men 's faith who ſubſcribe to 
the Thirty-nine Articles, contrary to the 
ſenſe of their own minds. But when this is 
confidered as a matter that only concerns 
the religion of man, it muſt appear, as has 
been * ſhewn, to be out of the province 


of 
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of the civil magiſtrate, and an affair 
about which he can have no direction. 
Tt is not therefore the matter of ſuch 
declaration and ſubſcription, that any ge- 
nuine Chriſtian can ſcruple ; but the ac- 
knowledgment he thereby makes of an au- 
thority, which cannot be allowed to have 


any exerciſe in the province of religion, 


The civil magiſtrate hasno more juſt right 
to demand of any Proteſtant Diſſenting 
Miniſter a ſubſcription to what he believes, 
than the Diſſenting Miniſter has to de- 
mand ſuch a declaration and ſubſcription 
of the magiſtrate. He certainly has not, 
if in the church and kingdom of God, un- 


der Jeſus, all believers are equal, as * 
are brethren. 


An ingenious and learned advocate, for 


the above ſubſcribing teſt, has ſaid in de- 
fence thereof, That the-ſubmitting to an 


* unjuſt demand, does not imply an acbnom§ẽ . 
* ledgement of the authority by which it is 


t made. If this will hold good, it ſhould 


ſeem evident, that the door is _— 


* Dr. Kippis' Vindication, p. 60. 
e Wn thrown. 


- - n=_——_—_ - — 
— — 
— — — 
— - —— — 
* 
. 


72 RELIGION NOT THE 

thrown wide open ; and any one kind of 
unjuſt demand, made by the civil magi- 
' ſtrate, may as well be ſubmitted to as 
another. Surely the propoſition is too 
lax, and the ſubmiſſion too unlimited. I 
preſume there muſt be a miſtake, or 4 
want of explication in the maxim laid 
down. 


There is another piece of defence made 
by him of the meaſure taken in that ap- 


plication, which I cannot think has in it 


any force at all, viz. That they, the 
% committee, in their application to Par- 
* liament, were not conſtituted deputies 
“% of the whole human race; neither 
% could take upon them the cauſe of all 
% mankind.” It would not be eaſily ſup- 
poſable, that the whole human race had 
conſtituted them their deputies : but, ne- 
vertheleſs, if the cauſe they were plead- 
ing, be the cauſe of truth, and of reli- 
gious liberty, ſurely it muſt be the cauſe 
of all mankind. And, if I miſtake not, in 
their preſent caſe, they claim a deliverance 
from penal laws, as a right of humanity. 


But 
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I know it is ſaid; by theſe gentlemen, 
that to have aſked for a removal of the penal 
laws, without any declaration or ſubſcrip- 
tion muſt have been much more than they 
could expect would be granted. —Suppoſe 
it would; the caſe then could have been 
no more unpromifing than the prayer 
which they have put. There was at leaſt 
an equal certainty of being denied, not- 
withſtanding the illuſtrious' advocates 
which it had in both houſes. The thing 
therefore that deſerves a firſt conſideration, 
is, whether an obligation to a religious 
ſubſcription, enforced by penal laws, can 
be defended upon the principles either of 
Chriſtianity, of ſound policy, or even of 
humanity ? The pretence of their being 
requiſite to the weal of ſtate, has been 
ſhewn to be altogether fallacious, fanci- 
ful, and groundleſs. Facts give full evi- 
dence of this under the Britiſh govern- 
ment, as in Ireland, and in the caſe of 
the Quakers in England and elſewhere. 
There are no reaſons which ever have, or 
ever can be given in their favour, but 

what ſpeak the language of oppreſſion and 
1 | . per- 
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perſecution. They are, i: e. the penal 
haws are not pretended by their advo- 
cates to be ſuch as ſhould operate upon a 
Proteſtant Diſſent; and yet they are zea- 
bouſly pleaded for by the aſſuming prieſt, 
whoſe thirſt of power is no other than ex- 
tremely criminal, ſince he will contend- 
for a meaſure, which he is aſhamed to 
own ſhould have any effect: he will have 
laws continued; which: he owns would. 
fink him far below the favage brute, in 
the execution of them.—So ſtupified is 
he, that he will not conſider that the very 
. firſt maxim of moral and ſocial obliga- 
tion fully lies againſt him— and that he 
neither regards the voice of the law or 
the prophets ; ſince e does not do to others 
 whatſnever he would that men ſhould do to 
kim. Math. vii. 12. Here the appeal may 
no be lodged.. On this fundamental di- 
vine canon of ſocial conduct, the matter 
in iſſue will finally be tried and determin- 
ed by the righteous judge, both of angels: 
and men. Nor will all the prelates, 
princes, or magiſtrates, who have pa- 
ne and do yet patronize this op- 
e preſſion, 
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preſſion, be able to implead the ſentence 
of condemnation at his righteous tribu- 
nal. | | 


Dr. Kippis has very juſtly and decifively 
faid, „Religion, in every form of it 
« which is conſiſtent with the ſafety of 
« the ſtate, has an unlimited title to in- 
e dulgence.—And that he does not think 
te the magiftrate hath, properly ſpeaking, 
* a right to interpoſe in religious matters, 
4 ſo as to lay any reſtraint upon, or to 
% preſcrive any teſt, to thoſe who behave 
% as peaceable ſubjets.—I confider the 
« Declaration as needleſs, with regard to 
« Diflenting Miniſters; and am fully per- 
t ſuaded, that they have a juſt and unex- 
es ceptionable claim to be tolerated with- 
out it*.”—All the truly rational Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters I have ever had an op- 
portunity of converſing withal, are of the 
ſame opinion, Why then ſhould a prayer 
be made upon an. indefenſible ſubverſive 
plan? that which has been offered, ap- 


* See his Vindication, p. 57. 
SS $3 pears 
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pears to be incompatible with the funda- 

mental principle of a confiſtent Proteſtant 
Diſſent. To facrifice this principle, is a 
conceſſion which can no way be juſti- 


fed. It appears to me, there is in the 


prayer, an iniquity which heaven cannot 
patronize. Revoke the prayer; ſhew 
yourſelves in a becoming light, and ge- 
nuine character. Be not afraid of telling 


the national ſenate, you better know, and 
can more virtuouſſy avow your own prin- 


ciples. Aſk for a freedom from all re- 
ſtraint, and ſubmit to no religious teſt, if 
you would hope for the ſmile of heaven 
upon your farther addreſs, Let neither 


the ſneers, nor the frowns of men intimi- 


date or diſpirit you; the cauſe you avow 


= e ee that of truth, of reli 


_ of On 


Wege therefore, he is among you, 
that can be reconciled to, and even be ſa- 
| tisfied with the prayer you have made, 
does not yet ſee clearly the ſpirit and 
power of religious liberty : he does not 
Thoroughly underſtand in what ſenſe the 
Goſ pe 
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Goſpel has provided for the freedom of 
the human mind, or he has not virtue 
enough to aſſert his claim. As to thoſe 


in POWER, who refuſe to take off all re- 


ſtraint, they do either ignorantly or wick- 
edly condemn the Reformation itſelf, by 
cheriſhing the unreforming ſpirit. 


Neither will it be any more diſgrace or 
diſhonour for you Difſenting Miniſters to 
amend your prayer, than it is in the legiſ- 
lature, or wiſdom of the nation, to re- 
peal and amend their own ſtatutes. - By 
your own account of your proceedings, it 
ſhould ſeem, the meaſures taken were ſud- 
den, unpremeditated; and, for want of 
time, greatly precipitated, Thoſe per- 
ſons are therefore rather too raſh, Who 
conclude, that the miſtake made in your 
firſt prayer, will not admit of an amend- 
ment. For what if the % would not be 
granted, that is no reaſon at all why the 
more ſhould not meet with ſucceſs ; when 
it is evident, that ſo much abſurdity did 
clog and cloud the firſt petition, which 
would be wholly removed by a more per- 
| wo fet 
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fect ſupplication. Pure, uncorrupt. truth 


has far greater authority and influence, 


than it can have when it is mingled with 


| baſe alloy; the prayer upon a more juſt 


principle will have a more powerful in- 


| Huence, on a diſtinguiſhing and righteous 


adminiſtration, and with an unrighteous 
one,. the more equitable the claim, the 
leſs proſpect of ſucceſs; wicked men hate 
truth, becauſe truth expoſes their de- 
formity. 6 | 


1 It would be well, if this iniquitous 
affair might but have an unprejudiced 


and impartial conſideration; and that 


this rock of offence was removed from 
a people who have, at leaſt, an equal 
claim to the privileges and immunities of 
civil ſociety with their neighbours, as 
fellow citizens; and in their religious 
character, have all the unalienable claims 


of right to the freedom of Chriſtians.— 


. if ts diſowning any human 
authority in the province of religion could 
be aL with injury or harm to a 

free 
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free ſtate, ſome reaſon muſt. then be ad- 
mitted for continuing the penal laws. 
But if this accuſation is not capable of the 
leaſt ſhadow of proof, the not repealing 
thoſe laws muſt be ſhamefully unjuſt, 
and flagranfly inhuman; and if it does 
allo appear very evident that true reli- 
gion is molt friendly to ſociety, or to the 
great civil community, becauſe it is ex- 
preſſive of every moral virtue; then it 
will be found the very beſt policy to give 
the Chriſtian religion its free courſe, and 
not to lay the profeſſion thereof under 
any civil diſcouragements. Nevertheleſs, 
it muſt be owned, that there is ſome- 
thing exceedingly unpromiſing in the 
fpirit of the times, and in the preſent 
plan of adminiſtration, when even the 
Clergy of the national Church could not 
find any countenance given to a petition 

grounded on reafon and conſcience, in | 
the matter of their own ſubſcription to 
articles which have not, and cannot have 
the aſſent of their underſtandings. And 
when a Sacramental-teſt, which they are 


ag to adminiſter. to the moſt pro- | 


Phane, = 
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phane, lewd, and profligate cannot be re- 


moved. I have been witneſs to the dif- 


treſs which it has occafioned in the mind 


of the conſcientious Clergyman, who has 
had no other way of reconciling him- 
ſelf to the diſagreeable taſk of proſti- 


tuting the memorial rite to ſuch groſs 


abuſe, than that the guilt muſt lye upon 
the impoſers and retainers of ſo impious 


a prophanation.—Such flagrant acts of 
impiety ſo diſhonourable to our holy re- 
ligion, give but little encouragement to 


hope for redreſs, in the matters of com- 


plaint concerning a religious ſubſcrip- 
tion teſt, and the moſt unmerciful and 
cruel penal laws againſt a Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſent. More public virtue, a greater ve- 
neration for the authority of Jeſus, and 


the claims of humanity, probably will be 


needful to recover, or raiſe to any due 
pitch of glory, the reputation of a Bri- 
* government. iu 


Notwithſtanding this, one may be bold 
enough to affirm, that no poſſible reaſon 


can be aſſigned for the continuation of 
"EY the 


** 
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the penal laws againſt Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters and ſchoolmaſters; for 

in the nature and truth of things, ſuch 


laws muſt appear to every reaſonable 
mind unequal, unjuſt, and iniquitous 


ſince the moſt prejudiced to a national 
profeſſion, can find out no proportion 
between a fanciful crime and the puniſh- 
ment; at the utmoſt, it is but a ſin of 
omiſſion; and perhaps as great a number 
of conforming Clergy are guilty of not 
complying with the eccleſiaſtical Canons, 
as there are public teachers among the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. How generally are 
thoſe of the national Church chargeable 
with capital omiſſions? And would not 
the Church bigot think it a ſhocking piece 
of cruelty, if all of the eſtabliſhed Clergy 

| who do not believe the Articles which 
they have ſubſcribed, or who do not ſcruple 
to teach a different doctrine to thoſe Ar- 
_ ticles, were made obnoxious to ruinous 
penal laws, , equally with the non-ſub- 
ſcribing Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters ? 
and yet, what man is able to ſhew there 
0 a greater crime in refuſing to ſubſcribe, 
8 Wa” 
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than there is in an open and avowed con- 


. tradition to the Articles, a thing ſo no- 


torious among ſubſcribers ? If, therefore, 
the appeal be made to reaſon and common 
ſenſe, or to the eternal immutable laws of 
equity, righteouſneſs, and truth, there can 
no poſſible defence lye for the penal laws 
againſt a Proteſtant Diſſent; but the guilt 
is tremendous! and muſt draw down the 
diſpleaſure of heaven on all thoſe who 
have it in their power to repeal thoſe exe- 


cCerable ſtatutes, and yet do it not. 


However this Plea for the conſiſtent 
Proteſtant Diſſenter ſhall borrow an ob- 
ſervation from the celebrated author of 
the Spirit of Laws, who ſays, when 
ſpeaking of the Britiſh Conſtitution, As 
*in this ſtate, every ſubject. has a free 
« will, and muſt conſequently be con- 
« ducted by the light of his own mind, 
or by the caprices of fancy; it neceſ- 
« ſarily follows, that every one muſt ei- 
* ther leok upon all religion with indif- 
s ference. by: which means they muſt be 
« led to embrace the eſtabliſhed religions; 

| O 
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« or that they muſt be zealous for reli- 
40 gion in general, by which means the 
e number of ſects muſt be increaſed *. 


So clearly did this French writer, tho” 
of the Gallican Church, ſee the unfriend- 
Tineſs of a national Church to the cauſe 
of true religion. 


The above Plea is thus humbly ad- 
dreſſed to all the liberal and ingenu- 
ous in Britain, from a perſuaſion, that 
the arguments are fairly drawn from rea- 
fon and ſeripture; and that they are il- 
luſtrated by the writings of ſeveral very 
diſtingutſhed pens, even of conformiſts 
to a national Church. If the author of 
this Plea is not miſtaken, he has given 
full proof, *“ that the civil magiſtrate has 
& no rightful claim of exercifing authority 
* 7n the province of religion. He has, he 
truſts, neither written, nor appeared to 
| have written, with any narrow, confined, 


party views, or with deſign either daſtardly | 


Baron de Monteſquieu's Spirit of Laws, Vol, I. 
p. 446. Eng. edit. 
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to ſuppreſs, or ſophiſtically to diſguiſe 


truth; or to ſubſerve any other cauſe than 
that of religion: : he has no bye- ends to 


* ; he is no ſectary; he glories in no 
name but that of a Chriſtian J and as he 
is conſciousþf pleading ſo divine a gauſe, | 
on, his own mere motive, he pleaſeth him- 


felf- with the approbation of the great 


God; and. with the concurrence of all the | 
unprejodiced, the liberal, and ingenuous of 


His countrymen; and will conclude with 
— that excellent Colle&, O Almighty God, 
h haſt builgthy Church upon the foun- 


2 dation of the apoſſ fes and · prophets, Jeſus BP. 
* Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner 
N 7 '$* ſtone;z. grant us ſo to be joined toge- 


* ther in unity of ſpirit, BY THEIR DOC= 


% TRINE, chat we may be made an „ Jy 
f * 


«temple, acceptable unto. . thee, th 
+ Jos Heri our Lord. Amen.“ 
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